St James News: Thought for the Day — Wednesday 3rd June 2020

Joint statement by the Archbishop of York and Archbishop of Canterbury

Recent events in the United States of America have once again drawn public
attention to the ongoing evil of white supremacy. Systemic racism continues
to cause incalculable harm across the world. Our hearts weep for the
suffering caused — for those who have lost their lives, those who have
experienced persecution, those who live in fear. God’s justice and love for all
creation demands that this evil is properly confronted and tackled. Let us be
clear: racism is an affront to God. It is born out of ignorance, and must be
eradicated. We all bear the responsibility and must play our part to eliminate
this scourge on humanity.

As Dr Martin Luther King Jr said, “In a real sense, we are all caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.
Therefore, injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

We pray that God’s abounding wisdom, compassion and love will guide
leaders across the world to forge a better society.

Bible Verse: ...weep with those who weep - Romans 12:15b
Prayer:
A Prayer of Solidarity:

God of mercy and compassion, we bring forth into your presence all the
communities that are experiencing segregation, discrimination and oppression
based on caste, class, creed, colour and gender. It is your death on the cross
that has put an end to all enmity by breaking down the walls that separate us.
We ask you to empower us O Lord, to tear down the fences of hatred and
indifference. Liberate us from the bonds of pride and self-seeking. Enable and
strengthen us to overcome our prejudices and fears. Grant us your courage to
open ourselves to others, so that we may continue to live in solidarity with the
oppressed communities. Amen.

- From the National Council of Churches in India, Dalit Liberation Sunday
2009



Song: Break dividing walls by David Ruis — you can listen to it
here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4IAMTmoV5M

There is a place of commanded blessing
Where brethren in unity dwell

A place where anointing oil is flowing
And we live as one

You have called us to be a body

You have called us as friends

Joined together in the bond of the Spirit
Unto the end

Father we join with the prayer of Jesus
As you are so let us be one

Joined together in unity and purpose
All for the love of your son

We will break dividing walls

We will break dividing walls

We will break dividing walls in the name of your Son
We will break dividing walls

We will break dividing walls and we will be one


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4lAMTmoV5M

